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PREFACE
This special issue of Information and Computation is devoted to selected papers
from the 9th International Conference on Rewriting Techniques and Applications
(RTA-98), which was held from March 30 to April 1, 1998, at the University of
Tsukuba, Japan.
Out of the 61 papers submitted to RTA-98, the program committee selected 22
for representation at the conference. Additionally there were invited talks by Hubert
Comon, Jan Willem Klop, and Gordon Plotkin. Out of these, another round of
refereeing selected 5 papers for this special issue, for which they were completely
revised and extended. I am grateful to the referees for all the work they put into this
process, without which this issue would not have been possible.
One of the highlights of the 1998 program and hence of this special issue is the
answer to a longstanding open problem: Johannes Waldmann showed that it is
decidable whether a combinatory logic term containing only the S-combinator has
a normal form. The program committee awarded Johannes Waldman the Best
Student Paper prize. The previous had only other such award went to Kathy Yelick
at the very first RTA conference in Dijon in 1985.
The selection of papers in this special issue shows a healthy diversity of topics:
feature trees, second-order monadic logic, second-order unification, combinatory
logic, and inductive theorem proving. Once again this confirms the importance of
term rewriting methods for many areas in computational logic.
Tobias Nipkow
RTA-98 Program Chair
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